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Rugby Key — Courtesy VK1KVS

Manufactured by the Central Workshops Radio Station Rugby 1983. For the radio station at
Rugby, Warwickshire, see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rugby Radio_Station

@http://www.fdu.orq.au Discord https://discord.gg/zkdjHgHbag

'ihttps://www.facebook.com/qrou ps/349974226381281

Recommended FDU calling frequencies (MHz)
1.818 3.528 7.028 10.118 14.058

18.085 21.058 24.908 28.058
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l've had some great feedback since the February newsletter, as well
as some interesting contributions. So, thanks to those who have
dropped me an email, and please keep your emails and
contributions coming.

A special thanks to Kees VK1KVS who reconditions morse code keys and bugs and
I’'m sure has a wonderful collection. He’s shared two keys with us this month —and |
was intrigued to see one key was rated as flame proofl Please keep the momentum
going and send me photos and stories of your favourite key.

Also, thanks to Dick N9EEE who gave me permission to reproduce an article on
VBand — a great learning tool we use in the CW Academy Beginners’ classes. This
article provides a solid explanation of this technology, and how it can be used for
remote operations.

We’'ve just finished a full first semester with three CW Academy classes; read what
students had to say and if you're interested, join the Zoom session on 16" March to
hear first-hand from students and ask questions.

| had started adding a paragraph to this editorial on the interesting topic of CQ calling
speeds. But so interesting was the data that it turned into an article. The average
speed of those calling CQ outside of contests is a little faster than many would think;
it came in at 25 wpm and contesting around 30 wpm. Read more about how we can
interpret this data in this edition.

Thanks to Stan ZL3TK for reminding me about RandomGrams; a great (and fun)
way to develop your CW accuracy; read more in Stan’s article.

Enough from me! | hope you enjoy the March FDU Newsletter. I'll be looking to cover
these topics in future editions:

* Portable operations: award schemes, field days
* Review of software that is available for learning
* The pros and cons of sending using a computer or a logger

* What early ideas about CW have since been shown to be wrong in some way.

73, Chris VK3QB — FDU Newsletter Editor

vk3qb(@hotmail.com
President Peter VK6IS vk6is (at) outlook.com
Vice President Derek VK3KX Dfdawkins (at) optusnet.com.au
Secretary Pete VK1AAF
Awards and ZL Liaison Philip ZL1PSH zululimalpsh (at) gmail.com
Facebook moderators Philip ZL1PSH and Derek VK3KX
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Upcoming Events

CW Ops Give Back sessions on Mondays
Monday mornings and evenings. Visit https://www.qgrz.com/db/VK1CWO

Manic Mondays
Fast morse code from 1100 UTC on 7028 kHz +/-. Listen for VK3QB VK30U and

VK3VB. 30 wpm +. All welcome. We might last 20 minutes or one hour... but
have a listen. This is a very informal activity, but we are hoping to generate more
interest and activity over time.

Every Tuesday night — CQ QRS net — 80, 40 & 20m. CW segments of the
bands. Typically, 12-18 wpm

Wednesday Wrap — 80, 40 & 20 metres. 0900 UTC — 1100 UTC, FDU
Frequencies x.028 +/-

Medium Speed Test (MST)

Great practice at around 20 — 25 wpm

Times: Every Monday: 1300 — 1400 UTC and 1900 — 2000 UTC
Every Tuesday: 0300 — 0400 UTC
https://internationalcwcouncil.org/mst-contest/

CW Test (CWT)

Great practice but a bit manic speed wise. Mostly 28WPM-40WPM
Times: Every Wednesday: 1300 — 1400 UTC and 1900 — 2000UTC
Every Thursday: 0300 — 0400 UTC and 0700 — 0800 UTC
https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/

RandomGrams

21 March at 2300 UTC. 24 hours.

Read the article in this edition and register for notifications. | will post reminders
prior to the event.

Are you suffering QRM?

Struggling with QRM/interference and noise in your
ham radio activities? Visit QRM.qguru, for tools,
resources and guidance for tackling RF interference.
Get any help you need to enhance your radio
experience.
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News from ZL
By Philip ZL1PSH

John ZL1KLF: a short radio biography

My journey with radio began at 17 when | joined the Royal New Zealand Signals
Corps. | was originally an Electronic Technician, but | found myself captivated by the
art of transmission during the Basic Communications Course. | promptly changed
trades, swapping a soldering iron for a headset. In the 1980s, CW was still a
requirement in military comms amd | spent four intensive months at the Waiouru
Military Camp, grinding my way up to 18 wpm — a skill | would never used again
until a posting to a specialist unit put me right back on the key. In that environment,
being a "competent operator" was a point of pride. | eventually found myself leading
both Basic and Advanced CW training courses as well as providing operational
support. As technology marched forward, CW faded into the background, and after
retiring from the military, | stepped away from the key for 25 years.

It wasn't until September last year (2025) that | felt the pull of the dits and dahs
again. To my surprise, my "fist" came back reasonably quickly. | have no desire to
chase high-speed CW, do head-copy or move into the world of paddles. Instead, I've
found my home at a comfortable 18 wpm, but generally operate around 12 wpm. |
am a not very active member of SKCC - | need to get into this!

| am a straight-key purist. For me, it's about being in total control of the timing and
weight of every character - after all, it's an art form. | alternate between a trusty HK-
708 and a beautiful, mysterious brass model | rescued from the MOTAT museum's
graveyard pile of unloved keys — a piece of history I'm keen to keep on the air.

My current focus is low and slow mobile ops using a XIEGU G90 (a great radio!) and
a Windcamp Gipsy dipole. You'll mostly find me participating in NZ Parks on the Air,
favoring regional NZ contacts over international at the moment. | believe in using the
minimum power necessary to get the job done and enjoy the challenge of QRP
operating.

| really can't believe | stayed away for so long. Family came first of course, but
coming back and meeting fellow quirky CW operators, yes you Phil (Ed. ZL1PSH),
has really energised me as | plod on to retirement. | also volunteer as an AREC
operator. I've always wanted to volunteer for something and this fits very well.

Catch you in the ether sometime.
73
John ZL1KLF (and soon also ZL4KLF)
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Auckland QRP Weekend

The 1997 IARU Region 3 Conference made the following recommendation. This
recommendation was based on a submission by NZART.

"That Region 3 Societies help to promote the IARU objectives for QRP operation,
specifically:

i) to support QRP operation on June 17 each year;
i) to foster QRP activities by their members;
iii) to encourage regular publication of QRP articles in their national magazines;
iv) to provide QRP sections in any national contests; and
v) to assist other Societies with the promotion and development of QRP."

Part of the justification for the recommendation was that QRP operations offer
advantages such as reducing QRM

and making more effective use of the radio spectrum when compared to higher
powered operations.

For at last several years at least, Region 3 has asked its member societies to
support the above resolution by

doing the following

1) holding a QRP Field Day;

2) holding a QRP contest;

3) distributing QRP transmitter kits and reference material; and
4) holding a workshop on QRP operation.

This year an event called the Auckland QRP weekend (AQRPW) is planned for June
20 and 21 (June 17 is a Wednesday). The aim of the AQRPW is to celebrate Region
3's QRP day, to promote QRP operations and to have fun. The event will be open to
all radio amateurs and is not a contest. The permitted modes will be CW, digital,
voice, satellite and EME, where QRP for EME is set at 100W. | hope FDU members
will participate.

The two days of the AQRPW will have distinct formats. The aim for Saturday is to
score points. Your score is your total number of QSO points multiplied by the number
of four-character Maidenhead grid squares you had two-way QSOs with. A QSO with
the same station on a different band or using a different mode is a separate QSO.
The score for a QSO will depend on whether the station is fixed, or portable in a
popular public place, or otherwise portable. A QRPp QSO will score twice as much
as a QRP QSO.

The aim for Sunday is to achieve one or more of a large number of goals. The goals
are intended to require differing effort, interest and skill to achieve. Some examples
of the goals are
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a) have QSOs on five bands;
b) have at least three QSOs using each of CW, voice and digital;

c) have three QSOs using each of a straight key, paddles and macros on a computer
or transmitter;

d) cycle five kilometres with a portable station and then use the station to make a
QSO.

As | said above, | hope FDU members will participate.
CW in NZART's VHF-UHF-SHF-EHF contests

In recent years, the Auckland VHF club has administered four annual VHF-UHF-
SHF-EHF contests. These contests are supported by NZART and consist of the
following events

a) DX contest - all bands 6m and up.

b) Low Band contest - all bands 6m up to and including 70cm.
c) Microwave contest - all bands 32cm and up.

d) Field Day contest - all bands 6m and up.

The permitted modes for these contests include CW.

This year's DX contest was held in the middle of February and | participated as a
member of the North Shore Radio Club's team. | was on the roster for the club's 6m
SSB station. | learned after the contest that no one made CW QSOs during the
contest and that this was so for all contests over the last few years.

| see the lack of CW QSOs as a missed opportunity for the hobby in New Zealand. |
plan to work with local CW operators to introduce CW into some of the future
contests. The emphasis is likely to be on the 6m, 2m and 70cm bands.

Vale Lada Prajzner, OK2PAY

Many CW DXers are saddened by the new of the recent passing of Lada Prajzner,
OK2PAY. Many OC ops will have worked Lada over the years and | am reproducing
the words of CWops President, Mark WC3W below.

’v ke

Dear Friends and Members of the Cwops
Community and others who Love CW:

It is with deep sadness that we learned of the
passing of Lada Prajzner, OK2PAY, on
February 21, 2026.

On behalf of the many within the DX CW
community representing thousands around the world, who shared the bands with
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Lada, we extend our sincere condolences to his family, friends, and fellow operators
in the Czech Republic and beyond.

Lada was truly one of the giants of our hobby. A remarkable operator and
competitor, he achieved what few ever will — becoming a ten-time World Winner
of the DX Marathon CW category, while also earning numerous world-class CW
championship honors throughout his distinguished amateur radio career. His skKill,
dedication, and consistency set a standard admired across the global DX and CW
community.

Yet beyond the extraordinary achievements and scores was something even more
meaningful. Lada represented the very spirit of DXing — patience, excellence in CW
operation, fairness, and a lifelong passion for connecting people across borders
through radio. Many DX Marathoners came to recognize his callsign instantly on the
bands, knowing they were hearing one of the finest operators in the world.

His presence will be deeply missed, but his legacy will remain permanently woven
into the history of our hobby and community he helped inspire.

We are grateful for the years Lada spent with us, for the example he set, and for the
friendships he created across continents and cultures.

May he rest in peace, and may his signal continue to echo in the memories of all
who had the privilege to work him.

With deepest sympathy,
Mark, President, CWops, WC3W
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How to get DX QSOs in your log
By Graeme VK5GG & Chris VK3QB

Getting DX QSOs in your log takes skill, effort and dedication. The ideas presented
below should give you a solid starting point. This article is not intended to be a deep-
dive into each resource. You'll need to read the online tutorials, watch some YouTube
videos, and familiarise yourself, but the best way to do this is to start using them
regularly. Graeme and | spoke about this in the recent Zoom session; you can watch
that interview here:

https://youtu.be/ISalrMwUGIY
Mindset

It is important to approach this challenge with the right mindset.

You need to accept that you are no longer a CW learner, arranging skeds on apps.
You feel comfortable calling CQ on an open band and being ready for whatever
eventuates. You spin the dial and read the band, monitor propagation and signals, and
jump on CQs when you know your chances of a QSO are better than average.

You are confident that you have a capable station and a good antenna.

You also understand propagation and are skilled in using the tools that can help you
choose the bands most likely to yield a result.

Online Tools

Spend some time acquainting yourself with the tools listed below. Pop the links in your
browser’s bookmarks. Use them every time you get on-air.

DXSummit

http://www.dxsummit.fi/#/

Here amateurs from all around the world post stations they’re hearing or working. This
data is consolidated and presented in real time on DXSummit. You can set filters to
narrow in on your specific interests areas; modes, bands, etc.

Use this tool as a part of your overall arsenal to gain a broader perspective of what’s
happening on the bands. Say you're wanting to work a rare DX station; DX Summit is
a great way to see if they’re active at the moment, where to find them, and what parts
of the world are hearing them. You'll also pick up tips like “up 2”, indicating the DX
station is working split and listening 2 kHz above their transmitting frequency.

You can tell where the post is initiated by the poster’s callsign.
DXWatch

https://dxwatch.com/

DXWatch is a variation on DXSummit. The home screen from DXSummit follows:
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e RADIO  ARCALA

Spot Seorch Dolly DX News Padio Arcaln Vit Arares Tutorialy

& Spotter Al Freg % DX © Tene ! Info (s Country
KIMIZ 181260 JRTTKG 223901 Feb o © 22:39:29 01 Feb

UBHVAY 101360  NPABM 2238 01 Feb Puarto Rico

VATLTX 283750 KL10Q 223501 Feb POTAAGska US-11830  Alaska

KALCD 70744 CTIATA 223801 Feb Postugal

PU2LIH 249150 HKIBOL 223801 Feb FTB.14 0B 2152 Hz Colombia

cx1cK 212370 CXEDS 223801 Feb 73 0q 0q dx Uruguay e Ty
DLAH 37900  KE2AY 223801 Feb 58 Joseph Unites States My call
W7ZB-@ 284100  JATFXX 223501 Feb  CQNA oud Japan -
KIEA-@ 140520 WIAWIT 223601 Feb  Utah Unitted States

SQEIL-@ 70120 EASAKM  223701Feb 50 Spain KEZ
JHRDX-@ 280740 WP4V 223601Feb  d11000Hz Purto Rico

KALCD 70744 DJOMAB 223301 Feb Fed Rep. of Germany

K5t 210220 ZV28P 223201 Fob  SES Brazil

Reverse Beacon Network

The Reverse Beacon Network (RBN) is a fantastic resource for CW operators. Refer
other documents to learn more about this resource. (reference to be included)

In the context of chasing DX, one approach is to use RBN to monitor the band you're
on. Straight away you’ll get a sense of how the band is behaving. In the example below
you’ll see that 12 metres is not really very good unless you're in North America at the
time of this screen shot.
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CON NETWORK Hosted by

www.dxwatch.com
FT8 downloads about contactus

- T T i) =
m 160m 80m 60m 40m 30m 20m 17m 15m 12m 10m 6m 4m 2m

S
cw rtty psk31 psk63

faTn ny [Tal Y o | MANYE

You can also limit spots to a specific RBN (e.g. VK3RASA) or to report which RBNs
are hearing your CQ calls. If you’re in VK3 or VK6 there are permanent RBNs and
they’ll report in real-time the CW signals they are receiving (a station must be calling
“CQ” or Test for the “RBN” to report). Other RBNs appear on the network in VK2 and
VK4 when their owners make them available.

More broadly, selecting RBNs in the Oceania region (OC) will provide a wider view of
signals being heard across our region.

It really is an incredible resource to help you in your quest to work DX. Spend some
time familiarising yourself with this resource. It's a great way to understand
propagation and also see in real time where you CQs are being heard. If you haven'’t
used it before, call CQ a few times and then enter your callsign. An example is
provided below. Clearly, this is a good time to be working North Americans on 40
metres.
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Club RBN

https://rbn.telegraphy.de/

Further to the RBN is Club RBN. This is another must-have on your browser’s
bookmarks. Spend time acquainting yourself with this tool and its rich filtering options.
You can filter by club, band, region and even callsigns.

This tool is useful if you’re chasing other club members or (for example) you're chasing
people using straight keys. In this case select the SKCC club, and there’s a fair chance
the spots you receive will be from operators using straight keys.

An example is shown on the following page. We have selected members from CWops,
all bands, only skimmers in EU and OC, with a spot age of up to 20 minutes,
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Australian Space Weather Forecasting Centre

The Australian Bureau of Meteorology offer a world class service when it comes to
Space Weather monitoring. It is well worth your time to visit this site and get familiar
with its offerings.

One of the first questions we should be asking ourselves is “how is the ionosphere
behaving at the moment?”

Start here:

https://www.sws.bom.gov.au/HF Systems

If you see something like this (below), there is a fair chance conditions won'’t be
favourable to chasing DX, and in very severe conditions, local QSOs will also be hard
work.
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The Bureau
of Meteorology
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Australian Space Weather
Forecasting Centre
WF Systems
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Satelitn  Geophywical  Solar Products and Services  Educstionasl  Weorld Data Cantre  Ressarch
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These peges provide general propagation adwice for HF communicators. Information awallabde includes inferred global peopagation
conditions, real time HF fadecut coverage charts, regional icnasphaeric vertical MUF maps and Hourly Araa Prediction charts

Online Toals
+ Fredetion Tock
¢ Indes Mot

Soction Information
« WF Systems Help Page
+ HF Commusications Prebries

Page A0 avaiadle

o derived TEC Maps
o X-Ray Flux valyes

» backaround information on MF propegstion

« a (7 MB) animation on the effects of space weather on HF communications

To drill down and get a more detailed perspective of conditions, you can select the
Hourly Area Prediction (HAP) charts. See below.

The Bureau
of Meteorology

Australasia

* HAP Charts

= HF Conditions

« lomogram Viewer
* Joowspheric Map
* LAMP Charts

« T Index

High Latitude
« High Latrude Canditions
« Migh Latrude Links

Global HF

Australian Space Weather
Forecasting Centre

Aurorn | Satelite | Geophysical | Solar | WP Systems | Products and Services | Educational | World Data Centre | Research

Sunday, Feb 01 2026 22:44 UT

FORECAST 50U Moderate [} MAG: Normal @ ION: Mormal §

Note: Certain pages within the "HF Systems” category are updated frequently, Excluding waming notifications, update intervals will be
specified where applicable

To refresh the page, hold down the "SHIFT" key and dick the "Refresh™ or "Reload”™ button on your browser to refresh this page to
obtain latest data,

HF Comms Warning Current HF Fadeout WF Fadeout Warning Polar Cap Absorption

« WF Conditions.
* Fadeout Charts

1 I 1
= | 0,048
[y | a.-n1 |

« Polar Cap Abserption —

* T index

Australasia

* LAMP Charts
« Tindex Map

Online Tools 5 ?
* Prediction Tools - 9

« Index Pocx

Section Information

« HF Systems Heip Page

« HF Communiations Protlem
Page

These pages provide general pr sdvice for HF Information availsble includes inferred global propagation
conditions, real time HF fadeout coverage charts, reglonal lonospheric vertical MUF maps and Hourly Area Prediction charts,

Also available:
» gerved TEC Maps
+ X:Ray Flux values
* background infeemation on HF propagation
* 2 (7 MB) animation on the effects of space weather on HF communications

Hrw dn wnii rata thie nenduct?

Once you select HAP Charts you select Hourly HAP Charts and a city near your own
as the preferred city. There aren’t a lot of cities to select from in this tool for Australia
or New Zealand; select Adelaide which provides the best global mapping for Australia.
Even if you're not in Adelaide, you’ll get a reasonable idea of propagation conditions
for your location. This screen shot below is centred on Adelaide.
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As you can see from the above chart, 21 and 24 MHz are possibly go-to bands if you
want to work into SE Asia or North America from Adelaide or SE Australia at the time
this screen shot was taken. Refer to the legend with pink and maroon colours
illustrating the predictions; 28 MHz (grey area) might even be open into northern
America.)

HamAlert

https://hamalert.org/

HamAlert is a phone app that can notify you when that rare one you've been chasing
is active. Create an account, set a few parameters, and you’re on your way to working
specific stations. See screen shot below.
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2’ HamAlert

VKIQB

1 g g ers

Conditions Actions Comment +
Callsign VKSGG App Z' B n 8
Callsign W7sSW App Fall HE E
Callsign vKswow  Aep 78l WIEWE

You may need to enable app permissions on your phone for it to alert you when its not
active.

Monitor FT8 Signals

Use FT8 as a method for gauging propagation at your QTH. If the FT8 frequency on
a particular band is dead, or extremely weak, you can be fairly confident the band is
closed. Check other bands or go and read a book!

Antenna

Your antenna is the most important component of your radio station. Sure, a fancy
radio with all the latest features may make operating easier, but it won’t get you more
QSOs than a basic modern radio like the Icom 1C-7300.

Efficient and effective antennas are far more likely to increase your success than any
other changes you make to your station. (with the exception perhaps of reducing any
local QRM). If you’re suffering QRM, refer to QRM Guru for information and guidance.
WWW.qrm.guru

If you aren’t lucky enough to have a 15-metre tower and 3-element beams, then the
next best thing for DX is a resonant vertical (with at least 16 ground radials 3-5 metres
in length), followed closed by a dipole (or doublet) up at least 8-10 metres (for 40
metres and up). If you have the space for both you'll get the best of both worlds and
also be able to switch between them depending on propagation and whether you're
looking for local or DX QSOs.

Even on a relatively small block, these two antennas will get you results and are more
efficient than random wires, End Fed Wires with Ununs or the latest radial-free vertical
being touted on eBay.
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Morse Key of the Month
By Kees VK1KVS

Marconi S.E.-86 Flame Proof US Navy Morse Key

World War | Marconi Wireless Telegraph Co. of America flame proof US Navy morse
key. Length overall 22.5cm. In the background the more familiar World War Il US
Navy flame proof morse key (various manufacturers). Its size difference (length
overall 14.8cm) would be suggestive of the evolution from spark transmitters to valve
technology during the intervening years. Flame proof (a.k.a. spark proof) morse keys
were specifically designed to prevent spontaneous combustion in volatile
environments.

GPO ‘Rugby’ Morse Key

Morse key used at Portishead Radio GKA and manufactured for the GPO in 1983 by
the Central Workshops Radio Station Rugby. Only 80 were produced for use at the
UK coastal radio stations to replace the Marconi PS213A morse keys used until
then. The so-called ‘Rugby’ key incorporated what has become known as the
‘Portishead Modification’: Portishead Radio engineers reversed the rear frame of the
Marconi PS213A morse key, thereby allowing a shorter contact tongue. This
prevented bending, as was often the case with the Marconi PS213A rear frame in its
normal position (that is, further back) which required a longer contact tongue.
Acquired 2025 from the UK with confirmed provenance. For the history of Portishead
Radio GKA, see Larry Bennett's 2020 ‘Portishead Radio: A Friendly Voice on Many
a Dark Night’, including its ‘Annex 10 — The Morse Keys of Portishead Radio’.
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What is the average CQ speed?
By Chris VK3QB

| thought I'd dig into the ReverseBeacon data to better understand a little more about
the average speed of those calling CQ. Well, the average speed sits around 25 wpm,
with a standard deviation of about 6. For contests it's 30 wpm (ref: Al). Now, this isn’t
a statistical research paper; it’s a high-level look at the data aimed at providing some
broadbrush observations based on simple statistical analysis.

Histogram of Reported CW Speeds by REN on 20260102

What does this data tell us? Well, for
1285071 Wt starters, about half (the median was
e close to this number as well) of those
calling CQ were calling slower, and
about half were faster. But given the
" 30000 | relatively low standard deviation, we can
assume (lacking any further analysis)
somewhere around 68 % (1xSD) of all
‘ stations calling CQ are between 19 — 31
- wpm. Or, about eight out of ten stations

Speed, VM = 9 (84 %) are calling at 19 wpm or faster.

Now, understanding that the RBN measures character speed and not true wpm, we
can probably assume (a very poor statistical method) that most actual QSOs are little
slower than what is reported by the RBN. Most people put extra spacing in when
they send, include pauses and other nuances that impact the overall speed of their
code. Very few send at 100 % of their character speed all the time.

So, from the above loose analysis, let's assume most people are sending at a
character speed of 19 wpm or faster, and that many of those are actually slowing
their actual wpm speed using the Farnsworth Method. The Farnsworth Method
describes the practice of decreasing the effective speed by increasing the spacing
between letters and words. This makes it easier to copy whilst one is learning the
code.
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Many will be sending at an effective wpm speed of maybe 2 — 4 wpm slower than
their character speed. When you check the RBN and see someone calling CQ at
(say) 19 wpm, chances are their QSO speed will more likely be in the 15 - 18 wpm
speed range.

This provides a strong argument that we should be learning the code with 18 - 20
wpm as a target. Obviously, few start at 18 wpm, but we can start at 18 wpm and
slow it down (Farnsworth) to 8 — 10 wpm effective speed.

All sorts of analysis and experience confirm this as the best way to learn the code.
Learn to hear the code at a speed where you can’t count the dits and dahs. You
follow the rhythm and hear the code. This is best achieved by learning at a minimum
character speed of 18 - 20 wpm.

There is another good saying: "Don’t teach the ears through the eyes". So, ditch
those look-up tables. Now. Break the habit before it becomes entrenched.

If you're thinking of learning the code, or improving your code, contact CW Academy
for more information. Only tested methods are used, and CW Academy has
successfully taught over 12,000 students since 2010. Another great course is offered
by the Long Island CW Club (LICW). They use very similar methods and are well
suited to people who have the discipline to manage their own learning schedule.

If you have any questions, or would like to know more about CW Academy, please
send me an email.

DX News

DESECHEO DXPEDITION 2026 UPDATE

February 27, 2026 02:10 UTC

Operations from Desecheo Island began on January 12, 2026, with a clear objective:

To demonstrate that a major DXpedition could be conducted efficiently, responsibly,
and sustainably — without amplifiers, without fuel-powered generators, and without
environmental impact.

Today, after 46 days of uninterrupted operation, we have reached a significant
milestone:

100,000 QSOs Logged

This achievement represents more than a numerical benchmark. It marks several
important firsts in DXpedition history:

* The first fully solar-powered major DXpedition to achieve 100,000 QSOs

* The first major DXpedition to reach 100,000 QSOs operating exclusively low power
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* A rare entity activation conducted under strict U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
environmental regulations

+ Continuous operation of a Remote Deployment Unit powered entirely by solar
energy and battery storage

* A focused operating strategy emphasizing All-Time New Ones (ATNOs)
By the Numbers (as of February 27, 2026 UTC)

* 100,000 Total QSOs

* 19,414 Unique Callsigns Worked

* 4,815 ATNOs Granted

» 177 DXCC Entities Logged

Averaged over the first 46 days, this represents approximately 2,170 QSOs per day
using low-power, solar-only operation.

Global Reach

QSOs have been logged across all populated continents, including North America,
Europe, Japan and the rest of Asia, South America, Oceania, and Africa. While
North America and Europe account for the largest share of contacts, significant effort
has been made to ensure access to operators in more distant and challenging
regions.

From 160 meters through 2 meters, and across CW, SSB, and digital modes, our
priority has remained consistent: maximize opportunities for operators who genuinely
needed KP5, particularly those seeking an ATNO.

Environmental Stewardship

Desecheo Island is a protected National Wildlife Refuge. Permission to operate
required strict adherence to environmental constraints, including:

+ Limited antenna size and configuration

* No permanent installations

* No use of fuel-powered generators

* No ground disturbance

* Full compliance with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service operational guidelines

All operations have been conducted within these parameters. This DXpedition
demonstrates that high-impact results can be achieved with minimal environmental
footprint.

A Different DXpedition Model
Historically, large DXpeditions have relied on high transmitter power and continuous

generator operation. Desecheo 2026 has instead operated with:
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. 1000Iar-generated power

* Battery energy storage only

* Low-power transmission throughout
* Remote deployment architecture

This approach establishes a new model for sustainable DXpedition design while still
delivering world-class results.

The Desecheo DXpedition 2026 Team sincerely thanks the amateur radio
community worldwide for its continued interest and support of this innovative, low-
impact activation of a rare DXCC entity.

If you are enjoying this operation and would like to support future DXpeditions and
the continued development of more effective Remote Deployment Units, donations
may be made to the Manyana DX Foundation at:

https://manyanadx.org/dxp/

Please follow our progress on our website and Facebook page:
https://deseche02026.com/kp5/

73,

Steve N2AJ

Media Officer & Pilot

Desecheo DXpedition 2026

QSL Manager: MOOXO

(Source: DX Weekly & others)
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Hello to Old Fashioned Accuracy
By Stan ZL3TK

Although Heraclitus ca. 500 BCE reputedly originated the phrase ‘expect the
unexpected’, it is Oscar Wilde’s, “To expect the unexpected shows a thoroughly
modern intellect", which is more appropriate for amateur radio’s 21st century
RandomGram. In wired telegraphy’s heyday commerce, be it railways, banking or
the stock market, was Morse code’s only application. Accuracy was paramount
because errors were costly in terms of both the potential for financial loss and a
telegraph operator’s reputation. Though accuracy as an attribute has become lost in
the fog of today’s conversational AR CW QSOs, it sure has its place in terms of
personal achievement and its intrinsic value should not be overlooked.

An innovative way to emulate stringent application of the code from the days of yore
is to participate in RandomGram (RG), in which one earns points for accurately
sending and reporting five-character alphanumeric groups. Such five-character
groups are compiled and scored in software developed by Drew AF2Z and differ
from AR call signs in their unpredictable randomness. Hence, ‘expec’ the ‘un3ex’.

RG events occur monthly. The fairly exclusive group presently number only ~ 306
globally. The events go dynamic on the SKCC sked page, but it is disappointing that
often Oceania goes unrepresented, totally absent. The result of February’s event #
40 at https://groups.io/g/RandomGram/message/652 provides the proof.

Obviously, there’s great opportunity in RG for DXing too. Oodles of room for those
who want to upskill their CW with quick-fire QSOs in which only a signal report and
two random five-character groups are exchanged. It emulates light-weight
commercial operating at its simplest, do it once — do it right. Details may be found
at https://groups.io/g/RandomGram. To register for event alerts, send email to
Drew at RG+owner@groups.io  Enter the exciting and progressive CW world where
one can become accustomed to ‘expect the unexpected’!

FDU DXCC Leagues 2026

By Chris VK3QB

The FDU DXCC Leagues table has become a part of the tradition of FDU. We
thought we’d try something a little different in 2026. And if you haven’t participated
before, maybe 2026 is your year. If you need assistance instructions are here:
https://www.fdu.org.au/leagues-table/

There will be certificates awarded for the following categories:

e Open - For stations using full power and any type of antennas

e Limited — for stations limited to 100W and wire antennas (dipoles, verticals
etc)

e QRP - stations limited to 5W or less.
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e The above categories for Foundation and Standard Qualified operators who
have fewer bands than Advanced operators.

Also, the contest/award will open all bands between 160m and 10m this year. A
similar format to the CQ DX Marathon. QSO requirements for this contest/award are
no different to normal DX QSOs, so, add the extra three bands and have some fun.

Please email committee letting them know which category you're in. If you don’t let
committee know, your entry will default to the Open category.

DXCC League for FISTS CW Club

FISTS Chapter: Date Filter; Q?O?.b'_ v | Downloaded 25 February 2026 05:33 UTC | Export All

Show |

DXCC League for FISTS CW Club Down Under 2026

Rank Callsign Siots 160m SO0m 60m 40m 30m 20m 17m 15m 12m 10m 6m 4m 2m 70c¢m 23cm 13cm

1 VK30U 172 5 22 15 40 19 34 22 15

2 VK5GG 170 2 41 2 48 18 40 1 8

3 VK2CO0s 98 13 S 38 6 23 3 g 1
4 VK3VB 85 3 6 5 46 11 18 2 4

5 VK6WX 46 1 9 5 9 6 5 7 4

6 VK4DRK 43 1 4 1 21 2 13 1

7 ZL2AIM 39 14 6 7 2 2 3 5
8VK3Q8 35 i 5 1 9 1 16 2

9 VK3IU a3 2 6 2 17 1 2 3

S ZIL4ATE 33 6 2 1 4 B 2
11 VK3H) 19 1 4 4 3 4 1 1 1
12 VKIWOW 13 1 1 11
13 ZL3PAH 10 1 1 1 1 3 1 2
14 VK4BRO 6 1 1 3 1
14 ZL1PSH 6 1 2 2 1

VBand: 599 Every Time
By Dick Strassburger, N9EEE (CWops #3113)

(Editor: This has been reproduced with the permission of the Solid Copy Editor and
author, Dick NOEEE)

While this article is aimed primarily at CW Academy advisors seeking a higher
quality medium for class sessions and student practices than the fickleness Zoom
provides, it is equally valuable for students who want a safe, reliable environment for
practice QSOs. No QRM. No QRN. No QSB. No feedback or echoing. No time
wasted resetting audio filters or troubleshooting Zoom connectivity. Simply connect
and carry on.

As a CW Academy Beginner-Level Advisor, it is essential that my students have an
easy and reliable way to be heard while sending and copying code in our twice
weekly Zoom classes. As a former student myself, | learned quickly that Zoom is a
poor tool for CW instruction. The “oscillator” in the student shack is usually a radio
sidetone several feet from the computer microphone, resulting in ambient noise,
echo, distortion, and often barely audible code. Beginner students—already
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overwhelmed with learning an audio language—struggle to configure Zoom'’s audio
filters, and those settings reset every time Zoom closes. | routinely spent the first 10—
15 minutes of each class helping students become “audible” to Zoom. What a waste
of valuable learning time. And even when it worked, the sound source was far
enough away to be distracting. Zoom simply wasn’t designed for this purpose.

Ham Radio Solutions is the brainchild of Byon Garrabrant and David Steffen, two IT
guys with a desire to practice Morse code with each other without relying on RF
propagation. They put their expertise to work and created VBand (Virtual Band),
along with two companion products - the CW Hotline and the USB Adaptor - that
interface seamlessly with that virtual space.

VBand

VBand is a free service that allows users to send and receive on virtual channels,
use keyboards or USB paddles, view decoded text, and even hold live QSOs with
other operators or a bot. It simulates 599 on-air conditions and is ideal for skill
building. The virtual channels are “open,” meaning anyone can join at any time—just
like being on the air.

A newer feature allows users to create private channels accessible only via a key
code. This is how | run my Beginner class. Before private channels existed,
non-students would occasionally join our sessions, unaware that a class was in
progress. Being CW operators, they were always polite and left immediately, but
private channels eliminated the interruption entirely.

The listening experience on VBand is excellent. | can choose to hear each operator’s
individually selected tone or set a universal tone for the entire group. Students have
the same option and often prefer a single tone so they can focus on character
recognition without the distraction of varying pitches. It's so much easier to evaluate
a student’s progress when you can actually hear their sending and not some
screechy sound dropping out characters.

Now, don’t cringe—but VBand includes a decoder. We're all trained to avoid these
demons, but I've learned to embrace its strengths while guarding against its
weaknesses. Used with discipline, it becomes a powerful teaching tool. My students
understand that copying must be done by ear, not by charts or decoders. Since
“head copy” is introduced from day one, no bad habits form. So, the decoder is used
as a sending aid and only to evaluate character formation.

Students treat the decoder like a report card. | can lecture endlessly about spacing
and timing, but when the decoder shows that their “R” was actually an “E N,” the
lesson lands instantly. That kind of immediate reinforcement is invaluable. As part of
their daily sending practice, students use VBand to check their character formation.
Score one for the decoder—but that’s where its role ends.

My students embrace head copy from Day One at the Beginner Level, and they don't
want to cheat themselves by watching the decoder while someone else is sending. If
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students are disciplined, they simply turn the decoder off. If | see the temptation is
too strong, | can create a private channel with the decoder disabled entirely.

Again, it's a sending tool and when used properly, it's a helpful visual aid for
understanding and correcting the difference between, say, an “E N” and an “R”.

Ham Radio Solutlons Virual CW Band - VBand
[$GEUNEIEE Channal  Seftings Store Support  About

Welcome to VBand, the internat Virtual CW Band

June 4, 2025 - We have recently made some improvements to VBan

« You may need lo clear the cache for cur site on your browser In o
site and hit Ctrl.F5

o CW Holling can now communicate with any VBand channel, Updd
« Users can creale private VBand channels. Create the channel nay
« VBand transmissions are now displayed more e phone text med
« Please share any commants o0 our Discord Secver

Click a channei below 1o get starled.

Warning - We have received numerous reports from users who have
support these adapters. You can find our supported adapier on the S

Check out our stand-afone CW device: CW Holine

Screen Shot: VBand Channels

s Fase Solutions Weisel CW Bard - VBand

TR
g TEST \otet Ak |
i

Screen Shot: Private Channel

There are two ways to connect to VBand: the USB Adaptor or CW Hotline. Each has
its own advantages, and the choice is purely personal preference.
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USB Adaptor

The simplest way to connect to VBand is with the Ham Radio Solutions USB Adaptor
(USD $25). It plugs between your paddle and a USB-C to USB-A cable connected to

your computer. All settings are controlled directly on the VBand website. That can’t
be any simpler.
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Ham Radio Solutions Virtual CW Band - VBand

Channels Channel @SEluhlsEl Store Support About

Callsign - Name: IN9EEE/VB |

Mode: | lambic Keyer Mode B v |

Volume:30

Keyer Speed:20 WPM

Tone:700Hz

Decoded Text Max Length:80

Min Latency:750 (750 recommended)

11l

Flip Paddle

Enable QSOBot

Auto Character Spacing

Enable Touch Pads

Enable Scratchpad

[} Same Tone for all

[ Use Mouse Buttons (not usually recommended)
) Debug Timing (when working with our team)

(1 Show Timing Stats

OO00gu

Private Channels

» CWA-Main ‘ Remove

| | Add Private Channel |

| Connect to CW Hotline ] Learn more about CW Hotline
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CW Hotline

CW Hotline with Adaptor

CW Hotline (USD $50 kit, $100 built) has multiple uses: an interface with VBand, a
standalone code oscillator, or - when paired with another CW Hotline unit - can serve
as a private channel. It can also enable a Remote Radio connection between your
paddle and a distant radio.

Most of the settings, including tone, speed, and volume are controlled on the
website, but speed can also be adjusted locally using a push button atop the unit.

The greatest advantage of the CW Hotline is that it gives mobile students a compact,
self-contained CW oscillator that’s easy to take anywhere.

Latency

My own experience is that the USB Adaptor with VBand has no noticeable latency. |
can send Morse code and hear it simultaneously on VBand making this a very
practical and dependable alternative to using a local oscillator or traveling with a CW
Hotline. A strong internet connection is imperative — my mobile hotspot has yet to let
me down. To put this to the test, I've held three different Beginners Level Classes
with VBand neither | nor any of the students have encountered latency or drop-out
issues.

CW Hotline’s architecture, by contrast, introduces a perceived one-second delay
between touching the paddle and the code being heard by others on VBand. (Note:
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the operator of the CW Hotline only hears code from the local oscillator, not VBand).
This delay isn’t a deal-breaker for practice or class sessions. The operator always
hears their code in real time through the local oscillator, and other students hear the
transmitted code jointly on VBand. The only time the delay becomes apparent is if
the sender has their microphone open in Zoom and hears both the oscillator and
VBand at once. When everyone wears wired headphones and keeps their mics off,
issues disappear.

Summary

Less time spent wrestling with Zoom’s low-quality audio and connectivity means
more time for meaningful group practice on VBand.

| can have a practice QSO with a student and not worry about whether propagation
will support our QSO.

VBand’s channel structure makes it easy: private channels for class, open channels
for spontaneous practice or meeting other beginners.

Latency won’t be an issue for those using the USB Adaptor with a good internet
connection. You can hear your dits and dahs in real time as if the oscillator was
local. Latency is not an issue for CW Hotline users. Just don’t invite feedback issues
as can occur with an open mic.

As advisors, we encourage our students to use headphones that block room noise
and outside audio distractions. I've heard of students struggling with sending code
and hearing it much later in their headphones. Often, the culprit is the delay between
the computer and Bluetooth headphones. Use wired headphones.

| run my Beginner class with Zoom and VBand side-by-side—Zoom for discussion,
VBand for sending and copying. Student adoption has been enthusiastic. The cost is
negligible. Class time has been reclaimed. And the results across multiple sessions
have been remarkable. My 60-minute classes have been extended—by student
request—to 90 minutes so they can practice more...and have more fun. (We play
Morse games.) As one student, Lewis N5DV, put it: “I can’t imagine doing this any
other way.” And nothing makes an Advisor happier than hearing that students enjoy
class but also meet outside class to practice with each other—on VBand.

Remote Radio Update

CW Hotline was originally created to be used for Morse code practice between two
or more operators in separate locations. Extend this concept and CW Hotline can be
used to send Morse code remotely between two or more units. | have used CW
Hotline for this purpose in my Remote Radio configuration for most of 2025 until |
discovered that the USB Adapter and VBand provide the same result with less
equipment needed to haul around. All | needed was my laptop, paddles, and USB
Adaptor...I'm on the air.
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See my article about Remote Radio in Solid Copy, March 2025 issue for more details
on remote operation.

QRP Corner
By Graeme VK5GG

It's been a mixed bag with propagation this month, but we've still had some
conditions that have allowed some QRP DX. 40 m has produced some good DX
with QRP power levels, including shortly after our sunrise, with some European DX
worked over the last month, including Poland and Croatia. Evenings on 40 m have
produced The Philippines, Japan, US, Canada. New Zealand was worked with 1 W
during the ZL Field Day.

The recent ARRL DX contest, and the UBA contest this last weekend also provided
several QRP DXCC slots on a number of bands. Remember contesters will be keen
to get you in the log even if you aren’t 599. The VK5GG/QRP DXCC slot count sits at
46 slots for this year.

This inspiring article by John N6HI details his experiences with a wire antenna and
QRP. It’s linked here with John’s permission.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m4dwFjAoSHMadigbgdFu47QGpmdNSYig/view

Other sources of news

Are you looking for a little reading over the New Year break — or at any time of the year
— here are some good free resources.

The Communicator Digital Edition
https://ve7sar.blogspot.com/

The RASA Monthly magazine

https://vkradioamateurs.org/home/qgtc-magazine/

DX-World

https://www.dx-world.net/

Amateur Radio Newsline

https://www.arnewsline.org/

Fists Magazine

https://fists.co.uk/
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Morse Code Zoom Forum

The next Morse Code Forum is 16" March at 08:30 UTC

This month I'll have a chat with a few graduates from the CW Academy Classes
which finished up at the end of February. This should be interesting for anyone
considering learning the code, polishing up their skills, or looking to fuel it to the next
level.

If you have questions prior, please send me an email.

Join the Zoom Meeting — Click the link below and include your name and callsign
when in the waiting room so Chris can admit you to the session.

More info at https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/zoom-details/

30| Page


https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/zoom-details/

The International Morse
Preservation Society

cw ademy

From Chris VK3QB

We have now completed the classes for the
semester. It is extremely rewarding to see the
enthusiam and improvement from every single
student.

We ran classes for Beginners, Intermediate,
Advanced. Speeds reported as 25/15 indicate a character speed of 25 wpm with
Farnsworth to slow to a word speed of 15 wpm. This is a proven method for effective
teaching of the code. Some feedback from students:

The structure and discipline of meeting twice a week is great; it fosters a sense of accountability
and camaraderie. Practice sessions work. The course works

I can now report | am comfortable and getting good results at 25/15, and on a good day 25/18. |
am really pleased about that, | know this will get better if | keep up the drills and head copy
practice. (Jim VK7JZ - Intermediate)

Gradually over time, we increased both the copy and sending speeds and ended the course with a
copy speed of 20/10 (20 wpm character speed and 10 wpm Farnsworth) and a sending speed of
18/9 (18 wpm character speed and 9 wpm Farnsworth). (Jared VK2LDJ — Beginner)

Feeling more confident and relaxed in my sending. Feeling comfortable in sending up to approx
25 wpm, and pushing to 30 wpm. Achieving an understanding of the issues | face, are common
amongst all students. (Anon — Intermediate)

| can wholeheartedly recommend the CWA courses and their excellent methodology, | doubt |
would have every got on the air without it. (Darrin VK3VDP — Beginners)

One of my reasons for learning CW was to help me develop my interest in POTA. I'm on the cusp
of going that way. (Bob VK6POP — Beginners)

Now I’'m copying callsigns and QSOs at around 22/12, and sending at about 22/15. My sending is
definitely stronger than my copying at this stage, but both have improved massively. (Paul VK10Z
— Beginners)

The thrill — and it has been a thrill — of some of the DX contacts and 25+ wpm local extended
QSOs | have made on air after calling CQ at 25 wpm at Chris's prompting (even if these exchanges
did feel like pretty nervous encounters at the time). (Peter VK3WOW — Advanced)

If you are a POTA/SOTA/WWEFF operator and want to sharper your skills, or just
wanting to improve your sending and copying skills, these classes are proven and
effective.

The next round of CWA will be in May — June and I'll be calling for expressions of
interest in late March.
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The International Morse
Preservat Society

If you’re interested in learning or improving your Morse Code, check out CW Academy
in more detail at:

https://cwops.org/cw-academy/

Drop me an email if you have questions or are interested in joining a class later in
the year.

NZ NET NEWS

NZ Net News is the fortnightly newsletter of the New Zealand Net, and is packed with
the latest updates and community news, delivered fortnightly directly to your inbox. If
you would like to subscribe, please contact ZL1NZ. To see previous newsletters, click
here.

Neil Sanderson ZL1NZ, Net Manager
New Zealand Net (NZ NET)

3535.0 kHz at 9pm NZT Mon-Fri
Website

Tying the ribbons

That’s it for March. | hope you found it interesting. This is your newsletter, so | need
your feedback and contributions. Even if you can’t write an article, please send me an
email and let me know what interests you and what sort of stories you like reading.

Until next month.
73, Chris VK3QB
vk3gb (at) hotmail.com
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