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Here we are. 2026. Another year is upon us. 

 
There is a fair bit in this edition covering off several different topics. 
As we all prepare for 2026, I thought a bit of a run-down on things for 

2025 might be in order. 
 
We have an interesting report from first-time contester, Mark VK4MFX and his 
experience in the CQWW and Graeme VK5GG has provided an article on QRP from 
his station in 2025, with some interesting news about his QSOs with a UA op on a 
container ship between Australia and Asia. 
 
We also publish the results for the FDU DXCC Leagues Table for 2025. 
Congratulations to Andy VK3OU who came in first place. We’ll get certificates out to 
the three-top place getters later this month. 
 
Starting this month will be what I hope is a regular column from our members about 
morse keys, bugs, paddles, and cooties. So, if you have an interesting or favourite 
weapon on choice, take a few happy snaps and send me details of the key. Also, News 
from ZL produced by Philip ZL1PSH should be a regular column. 
 
Finally, I had the pleasure to visit Ian VK3BUF and present him with a Recognition 
Award on behalf of FDU, acknowledging his support and commitment to the RBN, 
VK3RASA. Ian has provided a lot of support to the CW community by hosting and 
operating this RBN. Read more in this edition. 
 
It’s that time of year for resolutions. What will you do to get more out of the hobby in 
2026? Maybe learn to contest, enter more contests, chase DX, get into rag chewing 
or SOTA, improve your Morse Code by attending a CW Academy class, or undertake 
some improvements on your station and antenna so you make more QSOs. 
 
My first goal for 2026 is to have at least one QSO per day in January. 
 
Whatever you do, may 2026 be healthy, safe, and rewarding. HNY! 

 
73, Chris VK3QB – FDU Newsletter Editor 
 

 
Upcoming Events  
 

Every Tuesday night – CQ QRS net - 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199456722679152/?_rdr 
 
Every Friday night – FDU QSO party –  
https://www.fdu.org.au/events/ 

 

SKCC Annual SK K3Y Month for January 2026 
https://www.skccgroup.com/k3y/k3y.php  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/199456722679152/?_rdr
https://www.fdu.org.au/events/
https://www.skccgroup.com/k3y/k3y.php
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News from ZL 

By Philip ZL1PSH 

SSB on 30m 
 
On November 1st last year, NZART started a one-year trial that permits the use of 
SSB on a part of the 30m band. 
 
In New Zealand, the 30m band extends 50 kHz from 10.100 MHz to 10.150 MHz. 
Before the trial started, NZART's band plan allocated 10.100MHz to 10.140MHz to 
CW and other modes that required less than 1 kHz bandwidth. The remaining 10 kHz 
of the band were allocated to digital modes. For the trial, 10.120 to 10.130 MHz has 
been allocated to SSB. This sub-band will permit three concurrent SSB QSOs. 
 
The 30m band is not used a lot for CW operations. Hence, allocating 10 kHz of the 
band to SSB should have little impact on CW operations. 
 
The introduction of the SSB sub-band should increase the number of SSB QSOs with 
VK operators such as those activating SOTA summits and POTA and WWFF parks. 
However, there is one point to note. Under the revised 30m plan, the highest frequency 
a ZL SSB operator can use is 10.127 MHz. Hence, ZL operators would not be able to 
work activators who use 10.130 MHz, a frequency commonly employed by VK 
operators. 
 
2025 Memorial Contest 
 
The 2025 Memorial Contest was held in early July, 2025 and the results were 
published on page 6 of the September-October issue of NZART's Break-In. The 
NZART Memorial Contest has been held every year since 1946 to commemorate 
those New Zealand amateur radio operators who lost their lives in World War 2 ([1]). 
 
The contest is 80m only and consists of a three-hour segments on two consecutive 
evenings. Each segment consists of three one-hour operating periods. The modes are 
SSB and CW. 
 
The North Shore Radio Club (NSRC) of which I am a member entered a team in the 
multi-op, low power, mixed category. Low power was no more than 100W. There was 
a QRP option but no high-power option. Just one transmitted signal is permitted at any 
time in the multi-op category. The NSRC's team consisted of Terry ZL1HOG, Paul 
ZL1AJT and me. The plan was for Paul and Philip to take turns with the CW operations 
and Terry to do all the SSB operations. 
 
The expression "The best laid plans of mice and men" comes to mind. Paul who has 
been a CW op for many years and has won the Memorial contest prefers logging on 
paper. Philip has seen how paper logging can lead to noticeably more errors than 
computer logging prefers computer logging. In addition, the team established that 
NSRC's 80m antenna was not working as well as it should have been. This 
ineffectiveness affected the SSB operations more than the CW operations. 
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There was not enough time to improve the antenna. For the logging, Paul and I 
decided that Paul would do the sending, we would both do the copying, and I would 
log using N1MM. 
 
I found out just a few weeks ago that the NSRC won the multi-op low mixed category. 
And of the 13 teams or single operators that used CW, the NSRC team earnt the most 
CW points. 
 
Three VK operators submitted logs: David VK2CDS (SSB and CW), Richard VK4MRH 
(SSB) and Derek VK4DRK (CW). It was pleasing to see the submission of logs by VK 
operators. And congratulations to Derek who, being the only entry in the single-op, low 
power, cw category, won the category. Derek is a FDU member. 
 
Reference: [1]https://nzart.org.nz/activities/contests/memorial-contest/ 
 

Morse Code in the Press 

By Chris VK3QB 

One of the hazards that accompanies having a public facing role is that one can be 
asked to speak at public events or be interviewed for broadcast radio from time to 
time.  
 
About a month ago I was contacted by the ABC’s Goulbourne office and asked to 
contribute to a story about the history of Morse Code in Australia, and its future. I was 
interviewed for about 15 minutes and had an enjoyable chat with the journalist. The 
article’s focus was on former telegraph operators, the Morsecodians and their mission 
to keep land-based morse code communications alive. 
 
Amateur radio’s involvement was a secondary story for the article. Not everything I 
spoke about was included in the article, and as is the case, only snippets from the 
interview were used. 
 
Here’s the link to that story: 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-01-01/morse-code-navy-telegraph-station-
amateur-radio/106141386  
 
Following up on that I received a message late in the day on 2 January, asking if I’d 
be interviewed by Jess from ABC Sydney later that evening. Not much was provided 
in the brief, so I felt I was very much walking into the interview under-prepared. 
 
Nonetheless, I hope I did a fair job of explaining why Morse Code is our favourite 
mode, its history, some key milestones through its nearly 200-year history, and what 
future it might have for us hobbyists as the last bastion of Morse Code.  
 

  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-01-01/morse-code-navy-telegraph-station-amateur-radio/106141386
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-01-01/morse-code-navy-telegraph-station-amateur-radio/106141386
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Confessions of a CQWW CQ Newbie 

By Mark VK4MFX 

I thought I’d share my experiences and thoughts as a FIRST-time contester and also 

as a QRP’er for the CQWWDX contest. 

WOW, what an eye opener. My first thoughts initially when the contest started was the 

SPEED. 25-30 wpm!. How the hell am I going to do this? There all on top of each 

other. Anyway, the first stations on air I heard were the JAs. So I just sat back and 

using an onion as an example, I slowly “peeled” back their callsigns layer by layer till 

in the end I had it. Sometimes this would take me around minute or two and others 

(especially around 30 wpm) would take me around 10 minutes. Talk about stretching 

the brain. 

It was around 9am that I noticed the US stations coming on, so I managed to grab a 

few of them. It was around 3pm local (0500 UTC) ... my brain was fried; I only had 12 

QSOs at this stage and the thought of walking away entered my mind. I mean crikey… 

5 hours for 12 QSOs! What a joke.  

Also, working QRP meant you had to pick the moment to call (I did S&P throughout 

the whole comp) and when you did get through, sometimes you had to repeat your 

callsign numerous times and other info. I’m so glad the op on the other end persevered 

with me. 

Anyway, I took a break, did some chores around the house and then I thought I’d give 

it another crack. So at 1000 UTC (8pm local) I jumped back on and managed 2 more 

QSOs with the USA and then I shut down. I had enough!! 

The next day (Sunday) after doing my usual chores I decided to give it another go. 

First thing I did was check VOCAP for the day. It looked like 15 m was going to be the 

best till around 5-7pm, then switch to 20 m and then at 7pm switch back to 15 m for 

Europe. 

What a day!!! Now that my brain had been stretched from the day before, things began 

to fall into place. I finally turned the radio off at 1030 local (1230 UTC). I was now up 

to 49 QSOs. 

Monday early I was back on and only managed another 8 QSOs and the comp 

finished. 

Time for the count 

Initially I thought I had 57 QSOs in total, but going through each call and double 

checking, I ended up with only 53. I stuffed a few callsigns. Oh well. 
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So how did I go overall as a QRP’er and my FIRST contest? 

53 QSOs 

24 zones 

32 countries 

Power used - 5 watts 

Antenna: Homebrew Commander for 10, 15, 20 & 40 metres. 

Won’t win any awards with those results, but I had a ton of fun learning how it all works. 

Now I’ll have to sit down and learn how to log it all with N1MM. Another program to 

learn. (Hope I don’t stuff it up). 

As for any new members here who have never done any contests, give it a try. It’s 

addictive, especially when QRP.  

Anyway ... Here’s a map of how I did 

Mark – VK4MFX 

 

(Ed: great result Mark, and dare I say, a bit of an inspiration for the rest of us) 
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Recognising five years of support for the VK3RASA RBN 

By Chris VK3QB 

I had the pleasure of presenting Ian Jackson VK3BUF with an award recognising his 

ongoing commitment to supporting the Reverse Beacon Network. 

 

1 Ian VK3BUF receiving Award from Chris VK3QB – on behalf of FDU 

For those who may not know, in 2020 FISTS Down Under sponsored a project to 

increase coverage of the Reverse Beacon Network across VK. We sponsored two 

associations who presented solid proposals to construct and operate an RBN. One 

was the Radio Amateur Society of Australia. 

Members from both FDU and RASA worked together to deploy the technology. Since 

2020, Ian has hosted the hardware at his home in West Gippsland, Victoria, 

providing internet access and electricity as well as occasional on-site support when a 

hard-reboot is required.  

You can read more about the RBN here:  

https://www.fdu.org.au/reverse-beacon-network/  

  

https://www.fdu.org.au/reverse-beacon-network/
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Morse Key of the Month 

LINDHOLM & WIKSTRÖM SWEDISH POST OFFICE MORSE KEY 1878-1905 

By Chris VK3QB 

I hope this can become a regular column. Certainly, when I listen around the bands 

and monitor Facebook, our members report owning a wide variety of keys, bugs, 

paddles, cooties and side-swipers. So, please consider sending me an email if you’d 

like to present your favourite key in this column. You only need to scratch down a 

few paragraphs and provide two or three photos – I can look after the formatting. 

I’ll kick the column off with a brief story about my Swedish Post Office Key I found in 

an antique store in Stockholm about 22 years ago. 

------ 

This is a short story about how I came to acquire this rather unique key. 

. 

In early 2002 my former employer (IBM) sent me to SM-land for a seven-week work 

assignment.  That short project turned into a four-year international assignment.  

Working and living in Sweden and northern EU was a fantastic life experience. 

I spent about three months living in an old waterfront apartment (built circa 1644) in 

Gamla Stan (The Old Town) just to the south of downtown Stockholm. The red arrow 

indicates the location of my apartment – a wonderful place to live, but not at all amateur 

radio friendly. 
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On weekends, I would often wander the streets looking in the stores and admiring the 

architecture.  I recall with some fondness picking through an antique store in Gamla 

Stan and came across an old Morse Key.  I scooped it up for about 500 SEK (Swedish 

Kroner – about AUD$90 at the time) and packed it away for some future use. 

The model on the black base was the 

aforementioned key in an antique store in the 

old town.  The better-looking model is currently 

in use; acquired in recent years from Herman 

VK2IVX. 

On returning to VK in 2006 I dug the old key 

out from the many boxes of stuff that arrived on 

my doorstep from the removalists and did a bit 

of google research.  It turns out the old key was 

an Öller Key made by Lindholm and Wikström 

sometime between 1878 to 1905. 

This style of key was originally designed by 

Anton Öller in 1857.  Two of his machinists, 

Lindholm and Wikström broke away from Öller 

on 1878 and started their own business.  

Another Öller employee, Lars Magnus 

Ericsson formed his own company on 1876 

repairing telegraph equipment.  His company went on to develop telephone equipment 

and is still a global telecommunications company today. 
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The design of this key was very popular 

and was used by various Scandinavian 

and UK companies and defence forces 

for over 120 years.  Later in the 20th 

century a popular variant known as the 

Swedish Pump Key was produced by 

Lennart Pettersson (ca 1960) and today 

we have a modern version; the “Blade” 

by Begali.  

 

Ref: telegraph-office.com, 

ericsson.com 

The key was very well worn, corroded in places and slight bend in the front lever. On 

occasion I would use it, but it needed (and deserved) some professional attention. 

 

In 2025 I sent the key to Kees van der Sped VK1KVS for assessment and 

reconditioning. Kees is well known and respected for his knowledge and skills in 

reconditioning old Morse Keys. Rather than repeat what Kees told me, below is his 

service report: 

Service report for Chris Chapman VK3QB 

Provenance: Found by Chris in antique store in old town-Stockholm in 2004 

Evaluation: A rare key in its black crinkle paint livery as per Thomas Anderssen 

OH6NT, see item K167 at 

https://www.tronico.fi/OH6NT/keys.htm#swelink  

• Received for assessment and maintenance 2 May 2025 

• Assessment advice emailed to Chris 4 May 2025 

• Treatment instructions received 8 May 2025 

• Key disassembled without problems 8 May 2025 

• Unable to remove screw ringlets pressed into wooden base; left as found 

• Cleaned / polished screw ringlets with Dursol metal polish 

• Unable to remove name plate; left pins as found 

• Steel parts submerged for 48 hours in citric solution to remove rust 

• Nickel-plated brass parts submerged for 15 minutes in citric solution to remove 

grime 

• Nickel-plated brass parts further cleaned in hot(ish) SugarSoap solution 

• Wiped base with damp SugarSoap-moistened cloth 

• Touched-up paint on wooden base 

• Black crinkle paint surfaces cleaned for 5 minutes in citric solution to remove 

dirt 

• Black crinkle paint surfaces further cleaned in hand-warm SugarSoap solution 

https://www.tronico.fi/OH6NT/keys.htm#swelink
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• Very slight distortion / bend observed at front end of lever. Since there are no 

front contacts that would be out of alignment, left as found for fear of damaging 

crinkle paint 

• Very slight distortion observed upper fork that holds the contact tongue. Left as 

found for fear of breaking 

• Conserved contact tongue, pivot, and underside metal plate with Renaissance 

wax 

• Conserved base with Renaissance wax 

• Conserved tops of steel screws with Renaissance wax 

• Retouched paint damage on front frame with black paint (cosmetic and to 

prevent further chipping) 

• Reassembled all parts 

• Conserved exposed ends of pivot locking screws with Renaissance wax 

• Left knob in original state and not waxed to prevent stickiness resulting from 

warm fingers and prolonged use 

• Added self-adhesive vinyl anti-skid disks to enhance grip on the operating desk 

• Tested key, operating as intended 

 

Kees van der Spek 

VK1KVS 

19 May 2025 
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FDU DXCC Leagues 2025 

By Chris VK3QB 

This informal and friendly competition is now into its 3rd or 4th year – I can’t recall. 

Every year we see the numbers increase, both in terms of member participation, and 

also individual performances. 

There isn’t a prize per se, but it’s a good time to review the tables and maybe set your 

own personal goals for 2026. 

 

Congratulations go to Andy VK3OU – his result demonstrates just how effective his 

homebrew Hexbeam has been on the higher bands. And congratulations to Patrick, 

VK2PN and Wes, VK6WX bringing in 2nd and 3rd place. 

 

FDU DXCC Leagues 2026 
 
By Chris VK3QB 

The FDU DXCC Leagues table has become a part of the tradition of FDU. We 
thought we’d try something a little different in 2026. And if you haven’t participated 
before, maybe 2026 is your year. If you need assistance to upload your logs to 
ClubLog please send me an email. 
 
There will be certificates awarded for the following categories: 
 

• Open – For stations using full power and any type of antennas 
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• Limited – for stations limited to 100W and wire antennas (dipoles, verticals 
etc) 

• QRP – stations limited to 5W or less.  

• The above categories for Foundation and Standard Qualified operators who 
have fewer bands than Advanced operators. 

 
Also, the contest/award will open all bands between 160m and 10m this year. A 
similar format to the CQ DX Marathon. QSO requirements for this contest/award are 
no different to normal DX QSOs, so, add the extra three bands and have some fun. 
 
Please email committee letting them know which category you’re in. If you don’t let 
committee know, your entry will default to the Open category. 
 

Working Roman RG1L Maritime Mobile 

By Graeme VK5GG 

 

Of the four Q’s with Roman, RG1L/MM this month, 

they have been on 12m and 20m. Roman does ok 

– being on saltwater helps his signal I’m thinking. 

All his QSOs are QRP, or just above. 

My first QSO with Roman was a few years ago, he 

was /MM near Wake Island KH9 (east from JA). On 

that occasion he was running an Elecraft KX-1, on 

20m. 

Here are some photos from Roman RG1L/MM. 

Over the last few weeks I’ve had a few CW QSOs 

with Roman. 

These days he runs a TX599 at 9 W, with a wire 

GP antenna and a HB z-match tuner. 

His GP antenna is pictured to the left, and some 

nice shots from the bridge, as well as Roman’s 

station are on the following page. 
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January Puzzle 

By Chris VK1CT 

Unscramble the words to reveal the mystery Morse key in the shaded squares. Solutions are 

on the last page. 

MORSE KEYS 

UGB     

MLCBAEKCA           

AOTN      

AKPSR       

OCHTU      

HRTIASGT          

LDAEPD       

IELRTNOCEC..             

ESNLGI-VELRE       -      
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QRP Corner 

(Ed: We hope this will be a regular column, with news about what being worked and 

heard with QRP. This month some news from Graeme VK5GG working from a basic 

station in suburban Adelaide.) 

This month I’ve received a report from Graeme VK5GG 

“Attached is my list of QRP DXCC slots for 2025. The contacts were a mix of contest, 

including CQMM and OC DX contest, and normal DX operating. As usual, rig is the 

Icom IC-7300 and DX Commander ‘Classic’ vertical antenna. 

My QRP DXCC count is 73 entities to date.” 

It’s worthwhile scanning through Graeme’s results and seeing some of the interesting 

DX he’s worked, especially the QRPp QSOs. 

Graeme advised: “Further to our discussion this morning re-QRP operating, absolutely 

the ears on the other are a big factor, from a skill/experience point of view for the QRP 

operator another factor is learning to read conditions, as an example knowing to wait 

for propagation to pick up to the point you will be heard. An example of this was my 

contact on 10m with T88UW this year. On that occasion I needed to wait around 15 

minutes for propagation to improve to a point where T88UW would be able to hear me 

– the point being if you didn’t have that experience/knowledge, in such scenarios it’s 

too easy to spin the big knob and just forget about it.” 

And, for interest, Graeme estimates the vast majority on QRP QSOs results from 

responding to CQs. Very few QSOs are from calling CQ. In summary: 

• Search and Pounce is the best approach 

• Make sure you’re on frequency and in the centre of the calling station’s band  

pass 

• Accept you’re the little pistol. Don’t try to compete with the big guns. Let them 

work the rare DX and leave your run until the big signals die down 

• Monitor the band and watch conditions. For many QRP QSOs you’ll need quiet 

conditions and a good signal to noise ratio at the other end of the circuit. Put 

yourself in the shoes of the DX you’re trying to work. Is he/she regularly 

struggling to copy other stations? Is there a big pileup? Will he/she be able to 

copy your weak signal? 

It’s also noteworthy that Graeme runs a DX-Commander vertical with 32 radials, each 

3 metres long. I’ve highlighted his QRPp (<1W)  QSOs (QRPp QSOs with IC703) 

  



 

16 | P a g e  
 

QRP DXCC Log from VK5GG for 2025 

40m Callsign Date DXCC Power 
  TX9A 26/04/2025 Austral Islands 5W 
  ZL1ALA 25/04/2025 New Zealand 5W 
  VK3DRQ 15/04/2025 Australia 5W 
  K3WW 20/04/2025 USA 5W 
  AH6KO 20/04/2025 Hawaii 5W 
  ZL7IO 21/05/2025 Chatham Islands 5W 
  5W1SA 25/05/2025 Samoa 5W 
  LZ5R 10/11/2025 Bulgaria 5W 

30m         
  VK3DBD 26/04/2025 Australia 5W 
  TX9A 29/04/2025 Austral Islands 5W 
  VK9NT 22/09/2025 Norfolk Island 100mW 

20m         
  VK2GR 4/10/2025 Australia 5W 
  EA6BF 4/10/2025 Balearic Islands 5W 
  E70T 4/10/2025 Bosnia & Herzegovena 5W 
  K3MM 4/10/2025 USA 5W 
  ON7PQ 17/04/2025 Belgium 5W 
  SE5E 17/04/2025 Sweden 5W 
  F5IN 17/04/2025 France 5W 
  AH7RF 17/04/2025 Hawaii 5W 
  OM2X 20/04/2025 Slovak Republic 5W 
  PA3FQA 20/04/2025 Netherlands 5W 
  HA8A 20/04/2025 Hungary 5W 
  ZL4TT 20/04/2025 New Zealand 5W 
  LY2AX 20/04/2025 Lithuania 5W 
  IK0FUX 20/04/2025 Italy 5W 
  DL7LX 20/04/2025 Germany 5W 
  9A1AA 20/04/2025 Croatia 5W 
  7K4VPV 20/04/2025 Japan 5W 
  GM5X 20/04/2025 Scotland 5W 
  OH8WW 20/04/2025 Finland 5W 
  NP4Z 20/04/2025 Puerto Rico 5W 
  NP2X 20/04/2025 US Virgin Islands 5W 
  YL7X 27/04/2025 Latvia 5W 
  SP1NY 27/04/2025 Poland 5W 
  ZL7IO 25/05/2025 Chatham Islands 5W 
  RL3A 25/05/2025 European Russia 5W 
  EA5O 25/05/2025 Spain 5W 
  S53M 25/05/2025 Slovenia 5W 
  ES9C 25/05/2025 Estonia 5W 
  VY2TT 24/05/2025 Canada 5W 
  M6T 24/05/2025 England 5W 
  OL3Z 25/05/2025 Czech Republic 5W 
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  YT3X 25/05/2025 Serbia 5W 
  OY1CT 9/06/2025 Faroe Islands 5W 
  VK9NT 16/09/2025 Norfolk Island 1w 
  CT1DRB 10/11/2025 Portugal 5W 
  OE1TKW 10/11/2025 Austria 5W 
  EU2F 10/12/2025 Belarus 5W 
  VU2OR 24/10/2025 India 5W 
  FK8IK 28/10/2025 New Caledonia 5W 

18m         
  JI1IIF 24/04/2025 Japan 5W 
  VK9DX 26/04/2025 Norfolk Island 5W 
  RP80H 5/02/2025 Asiatic Russia 5W 
  VK2IO/P 10/06/2025 Australia 1w 

15m         
  JN1THL 4/10/2025 Japan 5W 
  HL5BLF 4/10/2025 South Korea 5W 
  YC9FAR 19/04/2025 Indonesia 5W 
  UA4M 19/04/2025 European Russia 5W 
  ZL4TT 20/04/2025 New Zealand 5W 
  VK4DLP 20/04/2025 Australia 5W 
  OH8WW 20/04/2025 Finland 5W 
  T88UW 20/04/2025 Palau 5W 
  UW2U 5/01/2025 Ukraine 5W 
  RA0LQ 24/05/2025 Asiatic Russia 5W 
  3W9MAE 24/05/2025 Vietnam 5W 
  NR6O 25/05/2025 USA 5W 
  VK9NT 21/09/2025 Norfolk Island 1w 
  V6D 27/09/2025 Micronesia 5W 
  BH4AHC 10/01/2025 China 5W 
  ZL7IO 10/11/2025 Chatham Islands 5W 
  JD1BMH 11/04/2025 Ogasawara Island 5W 

12m         
  VK9DX 27/04/2025 Norfolk Island 250mW 
  V6D 10/06/2025 Micronesia 5W 
  ZL2GEO 16/10/2025 New Zealand 5W 

10m         
  JH7QXJ 20/04/2025 Japan 5W 
  T88UW 20/04/2025 Palau 5W 
  ZL4YY 20/04/2025 New Zealand 5W 
  YF8HYV 20/04/2025 Indonesia 5W 
  YT1X 25/05/2025 Serbia 5W 
  B1Z 25/05/2025 China 5W 
  VK4J 24/05/2025 Australia 5W 
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Other sources of news 
 
Are you looking for a little reading over the New Year break – or at any time of the year 

– here are some good free resources. 

The Communicator Digital Edition  

https://ve7sar.blogspot.com/  

The RASA Monthly magazine 

https://vkradioamateurs.org/home/qtc-magazine/  

DX-World 

https://www.dx-world.net/  

Amateur Radio Newsline 

https://www.arnewsline.org/ 

Fists Magazine 

https://fists.co.uk/  

 
Morse Code Zoom Forum 
 
The next Morse Code Forum is Wednesday 21st January at 08:30Z (UTC) 
 
This month’s agenda is looking great, including an interview with Kevin VK6LW (VK6T) 
as well as some great tips and reminders for beginners and regulars. 

Join the Zoom Meeting – Click the link below, and include your name and callsign 
when in the waiting room so Chris can admit you to the session. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81225260415?pwd=ffVTjB0ZyOYwoDxX84yvYP43AWblu
5.1 

You may not need to enter an ID and Passcode, but if you do, they are 

Meeting ID: 812 2526 0415 Passcode: 444974 

More info at https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/zoom-details/ 
 
 

  

https://ve7sar.blogspot.com/
https://vkradioamateurs.org/home/qtc-magazine/
https://www.dx-world.net/
https://fists.co.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81225260415?pwd=ffVTjB0ZyOYwoDxX84yvYP43AWblu5.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81225260415?pwd=ffVTjB0ZyOYwoDxX84yvYP43AWblu5.1
https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/zoom-details/
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CW Academy 
 

From Chris VK3QB 
 

It’s going to be a busy couple of months with 21 
students enrolled in CW Academy for the 
January/February semester.  
 
I hope to provide a bit of an update, as well as 
feedback from students as we work through the 

class material. 
 
If you’re interested in learning or improving your Morse Code, check out CW Academy 
in more detail at: 
 
https://cwops.org/cw-academy/  
 

Drop me an email if you have questions or are interested in joining a class later in 

the year. 

 
NZ NET NEWS 

NZ Net News is the fortnightly newsletter of the New Zealand Net, and is packed with 
the latest updates and community news, delivered fortnightly directly to your inbox. If 
you would like to subscribe, please contact ZL1NZ. To see previous newsletters, click 
here. 

Neil Sanderson ZL1NZ, Net Manager 
New Zealand Net (NZ NET) 
3535.0 kHz at 9pm NZT Mon-Fri 
Website 

 

Are you suffering QRM? 
 

Struggling with QRM/interference and noise in your 

ham radio activities? Visit QRM.guru, for tools, 

resources and guidance for tackling RF interference. 

Get any help you need to enhance your radio 

experience. 

 

  

https://cwops.org/cw-academy/
https://zl1.nz/contact-zl1nz/
https://zl1.nz/about-amateur-radio/new-zealand-nets/nz-net/newsletters/nr173/
https://zl1.nz/about-amateur-radio/new-zealand-nets/nz-net/newsletters/nr173/
https://zl1.nz/about-amateur-radio/new-zealand-nets/nz-net/
http://www.qrm.guru/
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Solution 

MORSE KEYS 

UGB B U G  

MLCBAEKCA C A M E L B A C K 

AOTN N A T O 

AKPSR S P A R K 

OCHTU T O U C H 

HRTIASGT S T R A I G H T 

LDAEPD P A D D L E 

IELRTNOCEC.. E L E C T R O N I C 

ESNLGI-VELRE S I N G L E - L E V E R 
 

Mystery Morse key: COOTIE 

 
Tying the ribbons 
 

That’s it for this month. I hope you found it interesting. This is your newsletter, so I 

need your feedback and contributions. Even if you can’t write an article, please send 

me an email and let me know what interests you and what sort of stories you like 

reading. To help inspire you, here again are some ideas. 

• What project are you working on? 

• Your favourite (or interesting) Morse Key. 

• Story of a recent portable activation 

• Have you been contesting – how did you fare? 

• An interesting book or internet site 

• Had a great run working some DX? Tell us about it. 

Until next month, I hope everyone has a safe and healthy new year.  

73, Chris VK3QB 

vk3qb (at) hotmail.com 


