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Christmas is almost upon us, but I’m not yet sure about summer.  

Having said that, the bushfire season seems to be early, and I hope 
what we’ve seen in WA and NSW aren’t a precursor to the season 
ahead. 

 
Now, to radio and FDU and the newsletter. I’ll start by thanking Ben VK2JA for looking 
after the newsletter and delivering what has been an interesting read since he took 
over the reigns some years ago. As is the case for so many of us, Ben has been over-
run with life and asked that someone else pick up the editorial role. 
 
For my part I’ve stopped working full-time and have a little more time for radio activities, 
so, I was happy to help. 
 
I’ve agreed with Ben and the committee that I’ll aim to publish the newsletter in the 
second week of each month. The deadline for articles and emails to the editor will be 
the 5th of each month, and I’ll be publishing with as much or as little content as we 
have on-hand. So…  it’s over to you, readers, to provide me with short articles, emails, 
pictures or anecdotes that make up our monthly news. 
 
I’m going to aim for a few regular columns and hope that readers will support this 
aspiration by contributing material – even if its only a few times a year. If we all 
contribute, the load is shared and we can continue the tradition of the FDU Newsletter 
for ops in VK and ZL. More on this in the January edition of the newsletter. 
 
On the RF front, conditions sure have been erratic. It seems like there’s a solar flare 
or CME every other week, and for us that’s meant either heavy fadeouts or 
unpredictable openings on the higher HF bands.  
 
In any event, most days and nights there is something for everyone, whether it’s a 
ragchew with a local, or a bit of fun DX to add to the log. 

 
73, Chris VK3QB – FDU Newsletter Editor 
 

 
Upcoming Events  
 

Monday 17th December 2025 - Morse Code Forum online on Zoom 08:30Z – see 
below in the newsletter and https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/zoom-
details/ 
 
Every Tuesday night – CQ QRS net - 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199456722679152/?_rdr 
 
Every Friday night – FDU QSO party – https://www.fdu.org.au/events/ 

 
All 2025 – RASA DX Contest – see the link for details 
https://vkradioamateurs.org/rasa-dx-contest-2025/ 

 

https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/zoom-details/
https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/zoom-details/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199456722679152/?_rdr
https://www.fdu.org.au/events/
https://vkradioamateurs.org/rasa-dx-contest-2025/


 

3 | P a g e  
 

President’s Message 

So, the Springtime is over, and now we are heading into Summer, except the 
weather hasn't changed, at least, here on the West Coast, thus, the bands are still 
an bit awkward to navigate around, - with even our preferred mode of transport. 
 
The CW is still out there, and you just have to look a bit further than you would 
normally have to do, with even 15m more quiet than usual,  and my other favourite 
band - 12m is showing some signs of activity. 
- do remember that FT8 thing, is not there to annoy you, but rather to just show you 
which band is active :) 
 
Thus it's nice to see that the QRS International Flight Contest was an great success, 
with Stan mentioning that one keen person, did place an significant amount of effort 
into this contest.  Many thanks Stan for running such an great contest and for those 
folks who took the time to get their results in. 
 
Some Members will recall the FDU committee established a Grants program back in 
2020,  to encourage other clubs to expand the Reverse Beacon Network in VK, and 
now, some Five Years Later, this technology is actually quite useful, when you do 
wish to see, just who is on air, and just where they did get heard. Again, it’s nice to 
see when the East Coast CW folks in action. 
 
Finally, I’d like to thank Ben VK2JA who has been at the masthead of the newsletter 
for some years. Ben hands over to Chris VK3QB and no doubt we’ll hear from Chris 
in this newsletter. 
 
So, as we head into the Festivities Season, do take care of each other, 
and especially with your Family & Friends, as we look forward to 2026, 
with even more FDU style activities. 
 
 
Enough from me. See you on the Air. 
73 
Peter 
VK6IS 
President FDU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter’s main keys (pictured above) are used with the Yaesu (not pictured). 
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Samuel Morse, Historic Codes and the Telegraphic 

Apparatus  

From Kees VK1KVS 
 

Members may have heard of the Belgian telegraph historian Fons Vanden Berghen. 
Fons asked me to let you know that 
he has just published the English 
language version of his 7th and latest 
telegraph history book and that he 
has made this as pdf available at no 
cost on the internet, along with his 
other books. These books represent 
his lifetime of work in collecting, 
studying and writing about telegraph 
instruments and telegraph history.  
 
This 7th book represents an in-depth 
presentation of the history of the 
telegraph starting from the earliest 
attempts to extend communications 
beyond the capabilities of the human 
voice through the various stages of 
the development and evolution of the 
electric telegraph. 
 
Four of his earlier books are in Dutch 
and three in English. For details on 
his other books I suggest that you 
visit his very extensive website: 

“FORWARD” TO THE PAST  - https://www.telegraphy.eu 
 
The title of this seventh volume is ‘Samuel MORSE, HISTORIC CODES and 
TELEGRAPH APPARATUS’. It is a 351-page work with more than 500 illustrations 
that are mainly color photographs of the related equipment.  
 
Since this latest book is mainly aimed at Amateur Radio Operators, it will be of 
interest to a wide spectrum of people who are involved in radio-related activities and 
studies. As such, and as also advised in the Introduction, there is no need to read 
the book from A to Z in that order, and readers can skip and jump to chapters that 
have their interest. 
 
It can be downloaded for free from the internet: via  BOOK7V2c 
  
Apologies for any cross-posting. 
 
(Ed: thanks Kees, this looks like an interesting read) 
 
 
 

https://www.telegraphy.eu/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g6izsiiw65or5j2p9lqdd/2.-BOEK-7-EINDVERSIE.pdf?rlkey=oqibdyycw5kp0nbi8wc22j2e6&st=tfwl8qid&dl=0


 

5 | P a g e  
 

 

Puzzle 

ANTENNAS 

O I E L D P        

C F O     

G I Y D A A U         

M B A E      

O L P O      

E E F D D N        

I A V T L R C E          

 

Unscramble the words to reveal the mystery antenna in the shaded squares. Answers are 

provided later in the newsletter. (Thanks to Chris VK1CT for the puzzle) 

 

Vibroplex Mini Key 
 
From Chris VK1CT #9057 

 
After adding various items to my shopping cart on the DX Engineering website, I 

decided that I had reached my budget limit and moved to the checkout page. As I was 

about to enter my payment details, I was asked if I wanted to add some recommended 

items. Among the items was a tiny straight key made by Vibroplex. It’s not often that I 

buy things on a whim, but this key 

proved too tempting and seemed 

reasonably priced at USD $99.95, so I 

added it to my cart.  

The key arrived safely from the USA 

packed in a small cardboard box. The 

miniature camelback key is made of 

chrome and has a black plastic knob. 

Its oval base measures 50mm (length) 

x 30mm (width) and 35mm at its 

highest point. Gap and tension can 

easily be adjusted. 
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Weighing just 75 grams, only a light touch is required to operate the very smooth 

action. Felt on the base helps to prevent it moving on the desk. The felt can be peeled 

back to give access to tighten the fittings, if required. It doesn’t come with a plug, so 

this needs to be added. Wires to the plug are secured to binding posts by 

thumbscrews. It’s a diminutive, cute and quality made key. Fun to use, and it pairs well 

with equally small radios.        

 

Photos: 

1. Vibroplex mini camelback key 

2. Size compared with a Bencher paddle 

3. Key and QCX+ radio 

 

Other sources of news 
 
Are you looking for a little reading over Christmas – or at any time of the year – here 

are some good free resources. 

The Communicator Digital Edition  

https://ve7sar.blogspot.com/  

The RASA Monthly magazine 

https://vkradioamateurs.org/home/qtc-magazine/  

DX-World 

https://www.dx-world.net/  

Amateur Radio Newsline 

https://www.arnewsline.org/ 

Fists Magazine 

https://fists.co.uk/  

 

https://ve7sar.blogspot.com/
https://vkradioamateurs.org/home/qtc-magazine/
https://www.dx-world.net/
https://fists.co.uk/
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Morse Code Zoom Forum 
 

The next Morse Code Forum is Monday 15th December at 08:30Z (UTC) 
 
This month’s agenda is looking great, including interview with Peter M3KXZ and some 
great tips and reminders for beginners and regulars. 

Join the Zoom Meeting – Click the link below, and include your name and callsign 
when in the waiting room so Chris can admit you to the session. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81225260415?pwd=ffVTjB0ZyOYwoDxX84yvYP43AWblu
5.1 

You may not need to enter an ID and Passcode, but if you do, they are 

Meeting ID: 812 2526 0415 Passcode: 444974 

More info at https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/zoom-details/ 
 
 

CW Academy 
 
From Chris VK3QB 
 

One of the common complaints I receive is that 
CW Academy classes are held at times that 
simply don’t suit a lot of us down under. This is 
understandable, as CW Academy Advisors are 
all based either in the USA or Europe. Time 
schedules that work for them simply don’t work 

for us.  
 
Many readers will recall I published a survey about two months ago seeking 
expressions of interest from VK/ZL ops who might be interested in CW Academy 
classes being run at VK/ZL friendly time slots. 
 
Well, the repsonse was fantastic, and in January and Febraury 2026 I’ll be running 
classes for Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced students. It will be a full schedule, 
but a great  opportunity to see these proven classes available to more operators in our 
part of the world. 
 
I’ll provide updates as we progress through the classes and I’m sure you’ll hear from 
some of the students in due course. For more information visit: 
 
https://cwops.org/cw-academy/  
 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81225260415?pwd=ffVTjB0ZyOYwoDxX84yvYP43AWblu5.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81225260415?pwd=ffVTjB0ZyOYwoDxX84yvYP43AWblu5.1
https://morsecodesessions.wordpress.com/zoom-details/
https://cwops.org/cw-academy/
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NZ NET NEWS 

NZ Net News is the fortnightly newsletter of the New Zealand Net, and is packed with 
the latest updates and community news, delivered fortnightly directly to your inbox. If 
you would like to subscribe, please contact ZL1NZ. To see previous newsletters, click 
here. 

Neil Sanderson ZL1NZ, Net Manager 
New Zealand Net (NZ NET) 
3535.0 kHz at 9pm NZT Mon-Fri 
Website 

 

Are you suffering QRM? 
 

Struggling with QRM/interference and noise in your 

ham radio activities? Visit QRM.guru, for tools, 

resources and guidance for tackling RF interference. 

Get any help you need to enhance your radio 

experience. 

 

Puzzle Solution 

ANTENNAS 

O I E L D P  D I P O L E 

C F O  O C F 

G I Y D A A U  Y A G I U D A 

M B A E  B E A M 

O L P O  L O O P 

E E F D D N  E N D F E D 

I A V T L R C E  V E R T I C A L 
 

Mystery antenna: DOUBLET 

https://zl1.nz/contact-zl1nz/
https://zl1.nz/about-amateur-radio/new-zealand-nets/nz-net/newsletters/nr173/
https://zl1.nz/about-amateur-radio/new-zealand-nets/nz-net/newsletters/nr173/
https://zl1.nz/about-amateur-radio/new-zealand-nets/nz-net/
http://www.qrm.guru/
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Tying the ribbons 
 

That’s it for this month. The January 2026 edition will be out by the end of the first 

week of the month. So, if you have some news to share, please send me details by 

the end of the month. To help inspire you, here are some ideas. 

• What project are you working on? 

• Story of a recent portable activation 

• Have you been contesting – how did you fare? 

• An interesting book or internet site 

• Had a great run working some DX? Tell us about it. 

I’m hoping to have regular columns from a few members starting next month, so watch 

out for those. 

Until then, I hope everyone has a safe and merry Christmas, and good wishes for a 

healthy and rewarding 2026. 

 

73, Chris VK3QB 

vk3qb (at) Hotmail.com 


